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30 August 2021 

 

Civil Aviation Authority 
Postal address 
PO Box 3555 
Wellington 6140 
Email: info@caa.govt.nz 
 
Cc: Minister of Transport (m.wood@ministers.govt.nz)  
      Auckland Central electorate MP Chlöe Swarbrick (chloe.swarbrick@parliament.govt.nz) 

      Labour MP Helen White (helen.white@parliament.govt.nz) 
      CAA (keith.manch@caa.govt.nz, nick.jackson@caa.govt.nz) 

 
 
To whom it may concern,  
 
Re: Application to Civil Aviation Authority by Quiet Sky Waiheke for designation of 
Waiheke Island as Special Use Airspace and Mandatory Transponder Airspace (Civil 
Aviation Rules Part 71.9) 
 

Local community organisation, Quiet Sky Waiheke, made a presentation to the Waiheke 
Local Board at its Community Forum held on 9 June 2021 about the impact and potential 
dangers of helicopter traffic on Waiheke Island. As a result of that presentation and being 
aware of the widespread concern of the Waiheke residents, the board passed a unanimous 
Notice of Motion in support of Quiet Sky Waiheke’s intentions at the board’s business 
meeting on 21 July 2021. A copy of the Notice of Motion is attached to this letter for your 
information.  

 

Subsequently Quiet Sky Waiheke applied for the SUA designation. In light of that, the 
Waiheke Local Board passed another motion at its business meeting of 25 August 2021, 
formally endorsing Quiet Sky Waiheke’s application. A copy of that motion is also attached 
to this letter. 

 

The board shares Quiet Sky Waiheke’s concern about the proliferation of helipads and 
helicopter activity on Waiheke. There are 48 approved helipads on Waiheke Island, which 
results in large numbers of helicopter movements at peak times during the summer season. 
Helicopter flights at present are not actively controlled or monitored. Moreover, there are 
helicopter flights that are routed over Waiheke which are unrelated to either local helipad 
activities or consents (for example taking a direct short-cut route across the island, or sight-
seeing). There is evidence that many flights are not adhering to approved flights paths or 
altitudes. 

 

The board has received many complaints from residents about the increasing danger due 
to helicopter take-offs, landings, and the frequency of movements.  

 

Board members support Quiet Sky Waiheke’s contention that designating Waiheke Island 
as a Special Use Airspace and Mandatory Transponder Airspace would help to improve air 
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safety and enforce better compliance with approved flights paths and altitudes, in what has 
become an extremely congested airspace.  

 

The board requests that you give the application from Quiet Sky Waiheke serious 
consideration, and that you communicate directly with the Waiheke Local Board by copying 
us with related correspondence.  

 

Nāku iti noa,  

nā  

 
Cath Handley 

Chair - Waiheke Local Board  

 

Notice of Motion from Waiheke Local Board Business Meeting 21 July 2021 

 



Resolution from Waiheke Local Board Business Meeting 25 August 2021 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


